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Tennessee Code Annotated § 47-18-1304 (c) authorizes the Commissioner of Agriculture to establish alternative 
standards for kerosene and motor fuels when such action is deemed necessary to protect the interests of the citizens 
of Tennessee.   
 
Based upon this authority, Tennessee Commissioner of Agriculture Ken Givens hereby issues the following 
alternative standards for biodiesel and biodiesel blends: 
 

1. All biodiesel blend stock shall be at least 99% biodiesel (no more than 1% diesel fuel), and meet the 
requirements of published rule 0080-5-12-.02 (12).  Any blend stock less than 99% biodiesel shall not be 
used as a commercial blend stock for biodiesel blends without the permission of the Commissioner.   

 
2. Biodiesel Blends up to 5 Percent by Volume – Biodiesel blends up to 5% by volume shall meet the most 

recent version of ASTM D 975, “Standard Specification for Diesel Fuel Oils”.  At such time that an ASTM 
standard specification is developed for blends up to 5%, the ASTM standard shall prevail as rule. 

 
3. Biodiesel Blends More Than Five Percent and Up to Twenty Percent by Volume – Biodiesel blends more 

than 5% and up to 20% by volume shall meet the most recent version of ASTM D 975, “Standard 
Specification for Diesel Fuel Oils”, except that the maximum temperature of the 90 percent volume 
recovered distillation point shall be five degrees centigrade greater than that specified in Table 1 of ASTM 
D 975.  At such time that an ASTM standard specification is developed for blends greater than 5% and up 
to 20%, the ASTM standard shall prevail as rule. 

 
4. Low Temperature Operability of Biodiesel Blends – All biodiesel blends must meet the tenth percentile 

minimum ambient temperature values for low temperature operability as published in ASTM D 975 
Appendix X.4.  Low temperature operability may be qualified by either ASTM Standard Test Method D 
4539 or ASTM Standard Test Method D 2500. 

 
5. Biodiesel Conveyed at Public Retail Sale Points – Biodiesel conveyed at retail sale points that are available 

to the general consuming public shall not exceed 20% by volume. 
 

6. Biodiesel Blends – The test method for determining the percent biodiesel in a blend of biodiesel and diesel 
fuel shall be EN 14078 “Liquid petroleum products – Determination of fatty methyl esters (FAME) in 
middle distillates – Infared spectroscopy method.”  At such time that ASTM develops a comparable 
standard test method, the ASTM method shall become the standard method for purposes of this rule. 

 
These alternative standards shall remain in effect  for one year after the effective date of this order or until the 
equivalent standards contained in rules proposed by the Department of Agriculture have been published by the 
Secretary of State and are effective as final rules.  
 
Effective this the 11th day of December, by order of 

                                                      
Ken Givens, Commissioner 
Tennessee Department of Agriculture 


